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GRADE SEVEN SCHEME OF WORK SOCIAL STUDIES
WK

TOPIC/ SUBTOPIC

GENERAL
OBJECTIVES

CONTENT

ACTIVITIES

RESOURCES

1

Rules and
Responsibilities
Politeness
-Concept of the
term “Rules”
-The importance of
rules.
-The responsibilities
of the individual.

For students to develop
an understanding of
rules and
responsibilities.

What are Rules?
Rules are written or unwritten guidelines that
indicate how one should behave.

-Discussing the
importance of rules.
-Role-playing behaviours
of persons in given
situations.
-Describing responsible
behaviour.
-Visiting organizations
and recording information
on the behaviour of
persons.

Social Studies For
Our Children
Book 6
Courtesy Rules
and Maxims
Standard
Operational
Procedures
Social Studies
Teacher’s Guide
Grade 7

Importance of Rules.
It is important that each person obey the rules
and regulations in society. Rules are
necessary to maintain order in society.
Unfortunately, very often the rules that help
to shape our lives in society are broken.
Some people feel that they will not or cannot
be punished.
It is important that citizens demonstrate
responsible behaviour even when others
break the rules.
Responsible behaviour is also demonstrated
when persons show restraint under difficult
circumstances e.g. when others break the
rules in society.
People need to control their actions at all
times. Sanction or punishment can be meted
out to persons who disobey rules, at home, at
school, or even when they are on the streets.

EVALUATION
STRATEGY
Roleplay
Oral presentations
on case studies.
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TOPIC/ SUBTOPIC

GENERAL
OBJECTIVES

CONTENT

ACTIVITIES

RESOURCES

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

Rules and
Responsibilities
Politeness
-Rules at home,
school, and in the
community.

For students to become
aware of the rules that
are observed at home,
school, and in the
community.

Some rules that are observed at home,
school, and community are:
 Be respectful to elders/ senior
citizens
 Avoid spilling food on the
floor, table, benches, desks.
 Dispose of litter properly.

-Discussing rules that are
observed at home, school,
and in the community.
-Making a poster depicting
any given rule of your
choice.
-Demonstrating hand
washing exercise.

Social Studies For
Our Children
Book 6
Social Studies
Essentials New
Edition.
Social Studies
Teacher’s Guide
Grade 7

Poster
Essay Writing
Graphic Organizers

Rules and
Responsibilities
Politeness
-Rules when using
the Road, River, and
Air Travel.

For pupils to become
aware of rules when
traveling by Road,
Water, and Air

Rules to observe when traveling by air are as
follows:
 Passengers are not allowed to
smoke while traveling in an
airplane.
 They cannot carry poisons such
as weedicides and insecticides.
Some of the regulations to be observed when
using the road are as follows:

-Writing four rules that
should be obeyed when
traveling on air, land, and
water

Social Studies
Teacher’s Guide
Grade 7

Oral questioning
and answering




Breaks must be in good
working condition.
Vehicles traveling on the road
must observe speed limits.

Some safety rules to be observed when
traveling by water are:



Boats should not be overloaded.
Passengers should not move about
while the boat is moving.

- Visiting the ferry and
observing what is taking
place.
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TOPIC/ SUBTOPIC

GENERAL
OBJECTIVES

CONTENT

ACTIVITIES

Rules and
Responsibilities
Politeness
- Rules when
playing
sports/games.

For pupils to develop
an appreciation for
rules when playing
sports/ games.

Some rules to be observed when playing
sports/ games are:
 Players must be appropriately
dressed.
 Players must obey the ruling of the
umpire/ or referee.

- Writing five (5) rules
related to volleyball/
basketball and football.

Management
Structure of the
School
-The School Family
-Roles and duties of
each teacher.

For pupils to know the
organizational structure
of the school.

An organizational structure is a system that
outlines how certain activities are directed
in order to achieve the goals of an
organization. These activities can include
rules, roles, and responsibilities. The
organizational structure also determines how
information flows between levels within the
school.

-Interpreting an
organizational structure of
a school.
-Discussing the roles and
duties of each teacher at
the school.
-Making a template of
their school’s
organizational structure.

Diagram representing an organizational
structure of a school.
H.M.
↨ .
D.H.M

S.M.

Teachers

H.O.D

RESOURCES

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

Social Studies
Teacher’s Guide
Grade 7

Select your
favourite sport/
games and create a
brochure
highlighting and
explaining rules to
govern how the
sport/game must be
played.

Social Studies
Teacher’s Guide
Grade 7
Desk Manual

Template of their
school’s
organizational
structure.

-Writing five (5) rules
related to cricket.

Create a scrapbook
to show the roles
and duties of
persons represented
on the
organizational chart
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TOPIC/ SUBTOPIC

GENERAL
OBJECTIVES

CONTENT

ACTIVITIES

Prefect
Body

P.T.A.
/P.A.C.

Secretary

Students
Ancillary
Staff

For students to become
knowledgeable of the
roles and duties of each
teacher.

Roles and duties of teachers
Each person has a role to play in an
organization.
Headteacher- In school, the
Headteacher/Principal is responsible for the
overall management of the school. Final
decisions are often taken by him/her.
Deputy Headteacher- Helping the
Headteacher in school is the Deputy
Headteacher. In the absence of the
Headteacher, the Deputy has the
responsibility of managing the school.
Senior Master/Mistress- He/She is also
considered as part of the administrative staff.
In the absence of the Head and the Deputy,
the Senior has the responsibility for the
management of the school. Duties of the
Senior include the supervision of a particular
section of the school, supervision of the
general sanitation of the school and

RESOURCES

EVALUATION
STRATEGY
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TOPIC/ SUBTOPIC

GENERAL
OBJECTIVES

CONTENT

ACTIVITIES

RESOURCES

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

supervision of the General Assembly.
Head of Department- Each Head of
Department has direct responsibility for
members in the Department. He/She helps
with the supervision of the classroom
practices and the preparation of work.
Planning with the other members of the
Department is also an important duty.
Form Master/Mistress- He/She is more
concerned with the delivery of the day-to-day
program. Each teacher also has to look into
the welfare of the students under his/her
specific care.
4

Management of the
School
-Education Sector in
Guyana.

For students to become
knowledgeable of the
education sector in
Guyana.

The education system in Guyana starts from
the nursery to the tertiary level.
Nursery
Primary
Secondary

Tertiary
University

Technical Ed
Technical/Vocational Ed

-Discussing the topic
'education’.
-Naming the levels of
education in Guyana.
-Identifying the process at
each level.
-Researching the
requirements needed for
each level.
-Sharing experiences at
both Nursery and Primary
levels.

Social Studies
Teacher’s Guide
Grade 7
New Horizons in
Social Studies
Book 1

Oral answering and
questioning
Pen and paper test
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TOPIC/ SUBTOPIC

GENERAL
OBJECTIVES

CONTENT

ACTIVITIES

1. Nursery education forms the base of our
educational system. This type of education is
free for all Guyanese children from 3 yrs.
6mths. to 5 yrs 6mths. It should be known
that education at this level is not compulsory.
Education offered by the Government is
managed by the Ministry of Education
(Public Schools).

-Visiting a nursery,
primary, secondary and
tertiary institution.
-Compiling a folio with
information on each level.
-Preparing a display
corner.
-Exhibiting samples
collected.

2. Primary education began after
emancipation and was done through
churches. Some primary schools were
managed by the Government while others
were managed by private persons. Presently
private and public education is offered in
Guyana. The compulsory entry age for pupils
is 5yrs 6mths to 11yrs 6mths. At the end of
the six years program pupils will write the
National Grade Six Assessment which will
give them entry to secondary schools.
4

Management
Structure of the
School
-Organizations that
are attached to
schools.

For students to develop
an awareness of
organizations that are
attached to schools.

Organizations that are attached to schools
Organizations that are attached to the school
help to develop the well-being of the
students. To a great extent, the attainments of
their objectives are dependent on how well
they are managed.
A few important Arms of the school are:
 Prefect Body.
 Student Body/Council.
 Parent-Teacher Association.
 School Board.

-Identifying a few
organizations that are
attached to schools.
-Describing the roles of
the organizations listed
above.

RESOURCES

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

Social Studies
Teacher’s Guide
Grade 7

Oral Discussion
Quiz
Pen and paper test
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TOPIC/ SUBTOPIC

GENERAL
OBJECTIVES

CONTENT


4

Management
Structure of the
School
-Rules of the school

For students to develop
an appreciation for
school rules.

ACTIVITIES

RESOURCES

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

School Improvement Action
Committee.

School rules are very important for the
effective management of students. From the
time a student is admitted to a school, the
parents or guardians should be provided with
the rules that govern the students in that
particular school.

-Discussing school rules.
-Composing at least five
other school rules.

Social Studies
Teacher’s Guide
Grade 7

Oral questioning
and answering

-Listing the stages of the
Political Development of
Guyana.
-Researching information
on the Political
Development of Guyana.

Guyana Our
Country Our
Home

Essay Writing
Write essays to
explain the various
stages of Political
Development in
Guyana.

The student must be made familiar with the
rules so that he/she will know what are the
expectations of that institution. School rules
can vary from school to school, but
generally, they all deal with similar matters
Some examples of school rules are:
 Students must attend school
regularly and punctually.
 Students must be well-groomed in
uniform and should wear their badge
on the right pocket of their
shirt/blouse.
 Students must obey the bell
promptly at assembly time and at
other times when called upon to do
so.
5

A Glimpse of our
History
- Political
Development of
Guyana

For students to become
knowledgeable of the
stages of the Political
Development of
Guyana.

The stages of the Political Development of
Guyana are as follows:
Colony ruled by Britain
Internal Self Government

GRADE SEVEN SCHEME OF WORK SOCIAL STUDIES
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TOPIC/ SUBTOPIC

GENERAL
OBJECTIVES

CONTENT

ACTIVITIES

RESOURCES

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

Independent Nation
Republic Status under the British
Constitution
Republic Status under the People’s New
Constitution
5

A Glimpse of our
History
- Colonial Guyana

For students to become
knowledgeable of
Guyana as a colony.

The Colony of British Guiana (Status
before Independence)
The colonies of Essequibo, Demerara, and
Berbice were united in 1831 into
one British colony named British Guiana.
This colony was a dependency of Great
Britain, which was referred to as the "Mother
Country". Every decision for the colony was
made by Great Britain. Laws pertaining to
the government of the colony crops to be
cultivated, and the defense of the colony
were all made by the Mother Country.

-Discussing Guyana as a
colony.
-Researching the nature of
the relationship between
Colonial Guyana and
Great Britain
-Identifying important
figures in the history of
Colonial Guyana

Guyana Our
Country Our
Home
Social Studies
Teacher’s Guide
Grade 7

Oral questioning
and answering
Paper and pencil
test

-Discussing Guyana after
Independence.
-Outlining some changes
that are associated with
Independence.
-Naming the leaders who
led Guyana to

Guyana Our
Country Our
Home
Social Studies
Teacher’s Guide
Grade 7

Quiz
Oral questioning
and answering
Paper and pencil
test

Great Britain controlled the political, social,
and economic 30 life of the colony. Very
often decisions were made in favour of the
British and the masses of the population had
no say in the matter.
6

A Glimpse of our
History
- Independent
Guyana
-Changes that occur
with the new

For students to become
knowledgeable of
Guyana as an
Independent Country.

Independent Guyana
Independence means freedom to rule oneself.
Independence for a country/ territory means
that it is free to make its own decisions
concerning the welfare of the country and its
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TOPIC/ SUBTOPIC

GENERAL
OBJECTIVES

Political Status of
Guyana.

CONTENT
citizens. Guyana gained its Independence
from Great Britain on May 26, 1966, and is
now a Sovereign state.
Leaders who led Guyana to Independence
are:
 Dr. Cheddi Bharrat Jagan
 Linden Forbes Sampson Burnham

ACTIVITIES

RESOURCES

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

Independence.
-Comparing an
independent person to that
of an independent country.

Some reasons why Guyanese leaders
sought to gain independence.
 The leaders wanted to be free from
the control of the mother country.
 They wanted to make decisions
from which they could benefit.
 They preferred to have their system
of government.
Some of these changes are as follows:
 The name British Guiana was
 changed to Guyana.
 The Union Jack was lowered and
the Golden Arrowhead was hoisted
for the first time.
 Our National Symbols came into use
for the first time.
 The Head of Government was the
Prime Minister of Guyana.
7

A Glimpse of our
History
- Republican Status
of Guyana

For students to become
aware of Guyana as a
Republic Country.

The Republic of Guyana
Four years after the Independence of Guyana
the country was given Republican status. On

-Describing the changes in
the political development
of Guyana from

Social Studies
Teacher’s Guide
Grade 7

Oral Discussion

GRADE SEVEN SCHEME OF WORK SOCIAL STUDIES
WK

8

TOPIC/ SUBTOPIC

People in Our
Community
Our Ancestors
- Ethnic Groups

GENERAL
OBJECTIVES

For students to develop
an appreciation for the
ethnic groups.

CONTENT

ACTIVITIES

23rd February 1970 the country became the
Co-operative Republic of Guyana. The Head
of State was no longer the representative of
the Queen but the President of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana. The first
President of The Co-operative Republic of
Guyana was Mr. Arthur Chung.

Independence to the
Republican Status.

The Guyanese society is made up of six
ethnic groups:
Amerindians - migrated in search of food
Europeans - came as colonists
Africans - came as slaves
Portuguese, East Indians, and Chinese - came
as labourers on the sugarcane plantations.

-Locating places on a map
of the world from which
the Amerindians came
-Tracing the routes taken
by the Amerindians on a
world map
-Explaining reasons why
the Amerindians came

The Amerindians
The first people to settle in Guyana were the
Amerindians.
Reasons why the Amerindians came are as
follows:
 They were called nomads.
 They came because they were
in search of food.
 They followed the animals.
How the Amerindians came?
The Amerindians left Asia during the fourth
ice age where they crossed the Bering strait/
ice bridge and entered North America.
Eventually, some of them wandered

RESOURCES

Social Studies For
Our Children
Book 5
Guyana Our
Country Our
Home

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

Pencil and paper
test.
Oral Quiz
Pictorial Scrap
Books
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TOPIC/ SUBTOPIC

GENERAL
OBJECTIVES

CONTENT

ACTIVITIES

RESOURCES

-Using a world map,
identify the homelands of
the English, Spanish,
French, and Dutch.
-Writing a paragraph
explaining why Sir Walter
Raleigh came to Guyana.

Social Studies For
Our Children
Book5
Pictures
Guyana Our
Country Our
Home

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

southwards until they reached Mexico and
the West Indies Islands. Others continued
even further through Central America and
into South America until some arrived in
Guyana.
Some of the Amerindian tribes that are
living in Guyana today are:
 The Arawaks
 The Caribs
 The Warrus
 The Wapishana
8

People in Our
Community
Our Ancestors
- Ethnic Groups

For students to develop
an appreciation for the
ethnic groups.

Following the Amerindians were Europeans.
The Europeans who came to British Guiana
were the
 Dutch from the Netherlands
 Spanish from Spain
 French from France
 English from England
Reason why the Europeans came:
 They were in search of the
Golden City of El Dorado.
 To obtain products such as
annatto, indigo, cotton, coffee,
hides, etc. by trading with the
nativesAcquire new lands.

Portfolio
Cultural
Presentation
Quiz
Test
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TOPIC/ SUBTOPIC
People in Our
Community
Our Ancestors
- Ethnic Groups

GENERAL
OBJECTIVES
For students to develop
an appreciation for the
ethnic groups.

ACTIVITIES

RESOURCES

The Africans came from West Africa.
They were captured during raids and placed
into slave ships and shipped to Guyana. This
journey took as many as eight weeks if the
ocean was calm, and longer when the ocean
was rough.

-Discussing why the
Africans came.
-Explaining why the
slaves died on their way
-Compiling a portfolio on
the Africans.
-Viewing videos
-Outlining the route taken
by the slaves from Africa
to the West Indies.

Social Studies For
Our Children
Book5
Pictures
Guyana Our
Country Our
Home

Portfolio
Cultural
Presentation
Quiz
Test

- Naming the continent
from which the East
Indians came
-Discussing why and how
they came to the country.
-Discussing the system
under which they worked
and what they did after
indentureship.

Social Studies For
Our Children
Book5
Pictures
Guyana Our
Country Our
Home

Cultural
Presentation
Compile a Portfolio
Make a scrapbook

The Africans

Reason why the Africans came:
They came to British Guyana as
slaves to work on sugar plantations
that were established by the
Europeans.
8

People in Our
Community
Our Ancestors
- Ethnic Groups

For students to develop
an appreciation for the
ethnic groups.

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

CONTENT

The East Indians
Reason why they came:
 The East Indians came from the
continent of Asia and were brought
to satisfy the demands for labour on
the sugar plantation.
The group came to work under an
immigration scheme known as ‘The
Indentureship System’. They came from
India in two big ships called the ‘Whitby’
and the ‘Hesperus’. They were paid for their
labour and could have returned home after
their period of indentureship. They lived in
logies and worked for hours. They were
given some ration every week. They were
treated cruelly and were beaten.

GRADE SEVEN SCHEME OF WORK SOCIAL STUDIES
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TOPIC/ SUBTOPIC
People in Our
Community
Our Ancestors
- Ethnic Groups

GENERAL
OBJECTIVES
For students to develop
an appreciation for the
ethnic groups.

CONTENT
The Portuguese
Reason why they came:
 The Portuguese came from the
continent of Europe and were
brought to satisfy the demands for
labour on the sugar plantation.
The group came to work under an
immigration scheme known as ‘The
Indentureship system’.
The Portuguese were paid for their labour.
They left the plantation after their period of
indentureship was over.

8

People in Our
Community
Our Ancestors
- Ethnic Groups

For students to develop
an appreciation for the
ethnic groups.

The Chinese
Reason why they came:
 The Chinese were brought to satisfy
the demands for labour on the sugar
plantation.
The group came to work under an
immigration scheme known as ‘The
Indentureship system’.
The first group of Chinese immigrants
arrived in British Guiana on two ships, “Lord
Elgin” and the “Glentanner". The Chinese
were sent to estates and on plantations to
work. The charcoal industry in Guyana owes
its existence to the Chinese.

ACTIVITIES

RESOURCES

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

-Discussing why the
Portuguese came to the
country.
-Identifying the area from
which they came.
-Discussing their way of
life in the early
communities.
-Reading stories about the
early Portuguese.
-Collecting pictures
-Researching information
for a scrapbook.

Social Studies For
Our Children
Book5
Pictures
Guyana Our
Country Our
Home

Portfolio
Cultural
presentation
Home assignment

-Naming the continent
from which the Chinese
came
-Discussing how they
came to the country
-Collecting pictures
- researching information
for a scrapbook.
-Interviewing persons in
the community.

Social Studies For
Our Children
Book5
Pictures
Guyana Our
Country Our
Home

Group work
Quiz
Portfolio
Home assignment
Make a scrapbook
Answering
questions
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TOPIC/ SUBTOPIC
People in Our
Community
Our Ancestors
- Cultural Heritage
(Dress, Festivals,
Food Customs)

GENERAL
OBJECTIVES
For students to become
knowledgeable of our
ancestor’s cultural
heritage.

CONTENT
The Chinese contributions to the
Guyanese society are in the form of:
 Food- wonton soup, chowmein
 Clothing -tunics, sarongs
 Festivals: Chinese New Year
 Musical Instruments: Cymbals,
drums
 Dance: Dragon Dance
 Craft: Fan, embroidery
Amerindian Contributions to the
Guyanese Society:
 Food- pepperpot, cassareep, farine
 Dance- Mari-Mari, Baboon, Carrion
Crow
 Dress- the men wore little clothing
consisting of cotton, hand bands,
and loin coverings. They decorate
their bodies with feathers, beads,
etc. They also named important
places in Guyana e.g., the Cuyuni
and Mazaruni Rivers.
European Contribution to the Guyanese
Society:
 The English language, our ‘Mother
tongue’ is a direct heritage from the
English who were the last nation to
govern Guyana.

ACTIVITIES
-Researching and
presenting information
-Reading text and
newspapers

RESOURCES
Social Studies For
Our Children
Book5
Pictures
Guyana Our
Country Our
Home

EVALUATION
STRATEGY
Scrapbook
Oral Discussion
Quiz
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TOPIC/ SUBTOPIC

GENERAL
OBJECTIVES

CONTENT
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People in Our
Community
Our Ancestors
- Cultural Heritage
(Dress, Festivals,
Food Customs)

For students to become
knowledgeable of our
ancestor’s cultural
heritage.

ACTIVITIES

RESOURCES

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

Food- pudding, pie, pastries, etc.
Dress- We adopted the English
mode of dress.

East Indian Contributions to the Guyanese
are as follows:
 Food - Dhal and rice
 Roti and curry
 Dhal puri
 Dress -Sari, orhni, shalwars, kurtas
 Festivals – Eid-ul-Adha, Eid-ul-Fitr,
Phagwah, Diwali
African contributions to the Guyanese
society are as follows:
 Food- Metagee, foo-foo
 Dress-Dashikis, wraps, headties
 Festivals- Cumfa, masquerades,
Queh -Queh
Portuguese contributions to the Guyanese
Society are:
 Food- Garlic Pork, Beef Stew, etc.
 Music- Rajas, Braggs
Chinese contributions to the Guyanese
society are in the form of:
 Food- wonton soup, chowmein
 Clothing -tunics, sarongs
 Festivals: Chinese New Year

-Viewing photographs of
various aspects of our
culture.
-Researching and
presenting information
-Reading text and
newspapers

Social Studies For
Our Children
Book5
Pictures
Guyana Our
Country Our
Home

Scrapbook
Oral Discussion
Quiz
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GENERAL
OBJECTIVES

CONTENT
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RESOURCES

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

Musical Instruments: Cymbals,
drums
Dance: Dragon Dance

A Glimpse of Our
History
-Symbols of
Nationhood

For students to become
knowledgeable of
Guyana’s Symbols of
Nationhood.

What is a Symbol?
A symbol is an object which stands for or
represents something.

A Glimpse of Our
History
-Community
Leaders

For students to become
knowledgeable of the
importance of leaders
in the communities.

What are Communities?
Communities are areas in the country where
several persons live and work together. The
occupations of persons in the community
depend on the resources that are produced
there as well as the needs of its people. Let us
take for example an agricultural community.
In this community, there will be farmers,
who are involved in the 45 productions and
marketing of produce.

For students to develop
an appreciation for
community leaders and
the services they
provide.

ACTIVITIES

The Story of Independence
Guyana’s Symbols of Nationhood are:
 The National Flag- The Golden
Arrowhead
 The National Anthem
 The National Pledge
 The National Coat of Arms with the
National Motto
 The Arms of the President

-Defining the concept
“symbol”
-Naming Guyana’s
Symbols of Nationhood.
-Discussing the
significance of the
components found on the
Coat of Arms.
-Drawing National
Symbols
-Pasting pictures of
National Symbols.
-Singing of the National
Anthem.
-Stating symbols during
colonial times.
-Compiling a resource kit
on National Symbols.

Guyana Our
Country Our
Home

Oral Discussion
Quiz
Templates

-Defining the term
“community”
-Identifying leaders in the
community.
-Describing the
contributions made by
leaders.
-Make a list of some of the
activities organized by
your community leader.
-State two qualities of a

Social Studies
Teacher’s Guide
Grade 7
Social Studies For
Our Children
Book 5

Oral Discussion

GRADE SEVEN SCHEME OF WORK SOCIAL STUDIES
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TOPIC/ SUBTOPIC

GENERAL
OBJECTIVES

CONTENT
Importance of Leaders in the Community
For example, the Mayor and Councillors
are responsible for:
 Repairing streets and bridges
 Able to motivate the people to
cooperate for the benefit of all.
 Role models in the community.
Some leaders operate as part of a group to
provide services.
 Some of the service groups are:
 The Guyana Red Cross Association.
 Food For the Poor.
 The Jaycees of Guyana.
 The Rotary Club of Georgetown.
 The Salvation Army
 Responsible Parenthood
Association. Association of the
Lions Club.



Maintaining markets and abattoirs.
Inspecting eating houses.

Below are some professions and social
groups to which community leaders may
belong.
The Village Chairman
Social worker
Mayor
Businessman/woman
Teacher
Sportsman/woman
Youth leader
Public servant
Religious leader
Police.

ACTIVITIES
good community leader.

RESOURCES

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

GRADE SEVEN SCHEME OF WORK SOCIAL STUDIES
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TOPIC/ SUBTOPIC

GENERAL
OBJECTIVES

CONTENT

ACTIVITIES

RESOURCES

-Discussing what are forts
and monuments.
-Naming forts and
monuments in Guyana.
-Stating the location of
forts and monuments in
Guyana.
-Inserting forts and
monuments on an outline
map of Guyana.
-Collecting pictures of
forts and monuments.
-Researching
information and writing
short sentences.
-Explaining the
importance of landmarks.
-Discussing the
significance of named
landmarks.

Social Studies
Teacher’s Guide
Grade 7
Social Studies For
Our Children
Book 5
Guyana Our
Country Our
Home

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

Community leaders make an invaluable
contribution by being:
 Dedicated to their work.
 Helpful to the poor and
disadvantaged.
 Desirous of raising standards in the
community.
10

A Glimpse of Our
History
- Landmarks found
in communities.

For pupils to become
aware of Landmarks
found in communities.

What are Landmarks?
Landmarks are marks on the land that has
historic and national significance. These
marks are mainly for identification and in
almost every community, landmarks assist
greatly in identifying places.
Forts and monuments tell of Guyana's history
during colonial times. They remind us of
early settlers and historical events.
Some examples of landmarks are:
Forts:
Fort Nassau is situated about fifty miles up
the Berbice River. The ruins of these forts all
remind us of the Dutch occupation of
Guyana.
Fort Kyk-over-al is located at the confluence
of the Cuyuni, Essequibo, and Mazaruni
Rivers.
Fort Nova Zeelandia is found on Fort Island
in the Essequibo River.
Monuments:

Oral questioning
and answering
Quiz
Paper and pencil
test
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GENERAL
OBJECTIVES

CONTENT

ACTIVITIES

RESOURCES

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

The Chateau Margot Chimney is situated at
Chateau Margot, East Coast Demerara is a
landmark that reminds us of both the Dutch
and French occupations of Guyana.
Damon's Monument is dedicated to the slave
Damon, who was also a preacher. It is
located on the East Coast of Demerara.
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A Glimpse of Our
History
-The Cooperative
Movement

For students to develop
an understanding of the
concept ‘Cooperative
Movement’

What is Cooperation?
Co-operation acts as a catalyst in the
achievement of goals. Every individual is
expected to participate fully in realizing
group goals. Co-operation facilitates the
developmental process. Without
co-operation progress is difficult.
In our communities, even in school, there are
tasks that cannot be effectively completed by
one person. This is so because each person
has different limited physical abilities.
Some ways by which students can
cooperate in school are:
 Listening attentively to what is
taught.
 Being respectful to teachers.
 Respecting school property and that
of other students

-Defining the term
“cooperation”
-Outlining some ways in
which students cooperate
in school.
-Outlining some ways in
which persons cooperate
at home and the National
Level.
-Explaining the benefits of
cooperation.

Social Studies
Teacher’s Guide
Grade 7
New Horizons in
Social Studies
Book 2

Oral questioning
and answering
Quiz
Paper and pencil
test
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GENERAL
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CONTENT
In the home, there are also many
opportunities for individuals to cooperate.
Among these are:
 Working in the garden.
 Helping with the house cleaning.
 Assisting with the washing of
clothes.
At the national level cooperation is also
needed. This is evident by the many
appeals made by government and nongovernmental organizations.
 There is a need for blood at the
hospital.
 Appeals are made for the
surroundings to be kept clean to
avoid epidemics.
 Citizens are asked to cooperate with
the traffic police to avoid road
accidents.
Some benefits of Co-operation are:
 It reduces workload and gives
individuals more time for other
pursuits.
 Resources are shared. As members
share what they have, they receive
what they need from others.
 There is a feeling of goodwill and
satisfaction as members work
voluntarily.
 Involvement in activities is
motivated by an interest in a
particular goal.

ACTIVITIES

RESOURCES

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

GRADE SEVEN SCHEME OF WORK SOCIAL STUDIES
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Health and Safety
-Growth and
Development

GENERAL
OBJECTIVES

CONTENT

ACTIVITIES

RESOURCES

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

For students to
understand that the
body grows through
different stages from
infancy to adolescence.

What is Growth?
Growth is defined as the permanent increase
in the size of an individual in the course of its
development.

-Discussing the physical
changes in the growth and
development of the human
body.
-Comparing and recording
the heights of friends.

Social Studies
Teacher’s Guide
Grade 7
New Horizon’s in
Social Studies
Book 3

Oral questioning
and answering
Quiz
Paper and pencil
test
Graphic Organizers
Pictorial
Scrapbooks

-Defining the term “drugs”
-Discussing harmful and
helpful drugs.
-Explaining substance

Social Studies
Teacher’s Guide
Grade 7
Social Studies For

Oral questioning
and answering
Quiz
Paper and pencil

The stages of an individual’s growth and
development are categorized as:
 Prenatal – before birth
 Childhood-birth to about 10-13years
 Adolescence- the period between
puberty
 Adulthood-from 18 years to old age.
Infancy and childhood cover the years
between birth and puberty. During infancy,
the baby crawls, stands, and finally walks,
swims, runs and kicks. By early childhood,
children have developed motor skills. They
can use their hands and can hold objects
independently. They can distinguish colours,
recognize sounds, and are also developing a
sense of taste.
The adolescent stage is followed by middle
adulthood and finally late adulthood. Adults
develop a sense of identity; they are more
able to form close relationships and share
with others. Later they are able in some way
or other to help the next generation.

12

Health and Safety
-Substance Abuse

For students to become
knowledgeable of the
concept of 'substance

What is a Drug?
A drug has been described as any substance
that enters the human body and can change

GRADE SEVEN SCHEME OF WORK SOCIAL STUDIES
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TOPIC/ SUBTOPIC

GENERAL
OBJECTIVES
abuse.

CONTENT
either the function or structure of the human
organism. A drug includes practically allforeign materials –even foods, vitamins,
plants, snake venom, air pollutants, and
pesticides.
Drugs may fall into two types. The types of
drugs are:
 Legal drugs
 Illegal drugs
Drugs may fall into three categories/types.
 DEPRESSANTS are sedatives that
act on our nervous system. They provide
artificial relaxation and relief from anxiety
and mental stress but people tend to become
dependent on these drugs.
 STIMULANTS are agents that
activate, enhance or increase the activity of
the central nervous system. Stimulants can
give rise to symptoms suggestive of
intoxication, dilated pupils of the eye,
elevated blood pressure, and nausea or
vomiting.
 HALLUCINOGENS are
chemically diverse and produce profound
mental changes such as euphoria, anxiety,
vivid hallucinations, paranoia, and
depression.
The Ill-effects of Drugs

ACTIVITIES
abuse.
-Discussing the categories
of drugs.
-Identifying the different
types of addictive
substance drugs.
-Viewing films on drug
abuse.
-discussing in small
groups case studies on
drug abuse.

RESOURCES
Our Children
Book 5

EVALUATION
STRATEGY
test
Poster Competition
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ACTIVITIES

RESOURCES

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

The family suffers as a result of addiction to
drugs e.g.,
 The addict often steals family
belongings.
 The addict drops out of school.
 The addict can suffer the effects of
physical, mental, and emotional
deterioration- untidy hair, untidy
clothes, weight loss.
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Health and Safety
-Leisure

For students to develop
an understanding of the
concept of leisure, rest,
and recreation.

What is Leisure?
Leisure may be defined as freedom from
time-consuming duties, responsibilities, or
activities. It is the activity a person may
indulge in during his free time or at his
convenience.
What is Rest?
Rest may be defined as cessation of work,
exertion, or activity; Peace, ease, or
refreshment resulting from sleep or the
cessation of an activity; Sleep or quiet
relaxation.
What is Recreation?
This may be defined as the refreshment of
one’s mind or body after work through
activity that amuses or stimulates play.
There are many leisure time activities, which
are for personal enjoyment and which
improves the quality of life
For youths these activities include:

-Defining the terms
'leisure, rest, and
recreation.
-Outlining some ways of
engaging oneself in leisure
activities.
-Discussing activities that
persons can be engaged in.
-Constructing a pie chart
to show the different types
of leisure and recreational
activities.
-Outlining the benefits of
stress.

Social Studies
Teacher’s Guide
Grade 7

Oral questioning
and answering
Quiz
Paper and pencil
test

GRADE SEVEN SCHEME OF WORK SOCIAL STUDIES
WK

TOPIC/ SUBTOPIC

GENERAL
OBJECTIVES

CONTENT








Biking
Painting
Acting
Horse Riding
Art
Yoga
Meditation

On the other hand, the seniors enjoy leisure
time activities, which include:
 Gentle exercises
 Card playing
 Canoeing
 Walking for pleasure
 Reading
 Bus or car trips
There are many public areas in Georgetown
set aside for these leisure time activities and
these include:
 The Seawalls.
 The Promenade and Botanic
Gardens.
 The National Public Free Library
Some benefits of leisure are as follows:
 Reduces one stress
 Physical health
 Lower heart rate

ACTIVITIES

RESOURCES

EVALUATION
STRATEGY
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Development in the
Community
-Types of Resources

For students to become
knowledgeable of
resources.

CONTENT
What are Resources?
Resources are the living and the non-living
things which can be developed and made
useful by man. These include the skill,
ability, etc., of man as well as the natural
features such as the soil, forest trees, and
minerals.
The types of resources are:
 Natural/ Physical Resources
 Human Resources
 Natural/ Physical ResourcesThese are resources that have developed
naturally and without the interference of
man. Examples include land, water, wild
plants and animals, forest and grasslands.
Sunlight and wind are also considered natural
resources.
Classification of the Natural /Physical
Resources
Natural or physical resources can be
classified in several ways. One way is to
classify them into Renewable and NonRenewable Resources. Another
classification groups them into Exhaustible
and Inexhaustible resources.

ACTIVITIES

RESOURCES

-Defining the term
‘resources’.
-Describing the types of
resources.
-Discussing the
classification of natural
resources.
-Differentiating between
the two types of resources.
-Differentiating between
exhaustible and
inexhaustible resources.

Social Studies
Teacher’s Guide
Grade 7
New Horizons In
Social Studies
Books 1, 2,3

EVALUATION
STRATEGY
Oral questioning
and answering
Quiz
Paper and pencil
test
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Renewable resources are those which when
used, can within a relatively short period of
time be made new again.
Non -renewable resources are those which
cannot be easily renewed or take an
extremely long time to do so. Bauxite, gold,
and diamond take an extremely long time–
thousands of years to be formed.
Importance of Natural/ Physical Resources
Natural resources are used to make food,
fuel, and raw materials for the production of
goods. All of the food that people eat comes
from plants or animals. Natural resources
such as coal, natural gas, and oil provide
heat, light, and power.
If some of our natural/physical resources are
not carefully extracted and utilized, they can
become exhausted. These are called
Exhaustible Resources. Bauxite, gold, and
diamond can become exhausted very quickly.
Inexhaustible Resources are those that can
be easily maintained or renewed and the
supply is almost constant. The source of solar
energy, wind energy, and tidal (sea) energy is
inexhaustible.
Human Resource- Human Resources are the
labour, skill, entrepreneurship, etc. provided
by man to extract and develop natural
resources.

ACTIVITIES

RESOURCES

EVALUATION
STRATEGY
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Resource person
New Horizon’s In
Social Studies
Book 2

Oral answering and
questioning
Letter Writing
Story Telling

Resources and occupations in the
community
The development of any resource and the
occupations of residents in a community are
closely related.
In the tropical savannahs of the Rupununi
Region, cattle rearing is done. Many persons
are therefore occupied with this economic
activity. Similarly, in forested areas,
lumbering is an important economic activity.
Persons who live in the timber concessions
are directly employed by the timber
companies.
On the Low Coastal Plain, sugar- cane is
cultivated. Workers are needed at each stage
of the operation. Persons are needed in the
field to clear the land, dig the drains, plant
the crop, and reap it.
17

Weather and
Climate
-Concept of
‘weather’ and
‘climate’

For pupils to develop
an understanding of the
concept “weather and
climate”.

What is weather?
Weather refers to the changes in the
atmosphere over a very short period of time,
let us say twenty-four hours.
What is Climate?
Climate, however, describes the average
weather conditions over a very long period of
time, which is about thirty years.

-Differentiating between
weather and climate.
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CONTENT

ACTIVITIES
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Weather and
Climate
-The elements of
weather and climate

For pupils to become
aware of the elements
of weather and weather
instruments.

The Weather Elements
Elements
Instruments
Temperature
Simple thermometer
Atmospheric Pressure
Barometer
Wind
-Direction
Wind Vane
-Strength
Anemometer
Humidity
Hygrometer
Rainfall
Rain Gauge
Sunshine
Campbell stokessunshine recorder

-Visiting the nearest
meteorological station
(‘met’ station) to your
school.
Observing how the
meteorologist collects
information.
-Drawing or taking a
picture of each instrument.
-Comparing the
instruments with the ones
in your textbooks.
-Stating other weather
instruments and the
elements they measure.

Social Studies
Teacher’s Guide
Grade 7

Oral questioning
and answering
Quiz
Paper and pencil
test
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Weather and
Climate
-Types of Climates

For pupils to
understand the types of
climates.

Weather and Climate

-Go to the met station to
observe the different
weather instruments.
-Outlining the types of
climates.
-Discussing the types of
seasons.

Social Studies
Teacher’s Guide
Grade 7

Oral questioning
and answering
Quiz

The three types of climates are:
Coastal Climate
The Low Coastal Plain of Guyana has two
wet and two dry seasons and so the rice
farmers adapt their activities to match the
climate. There are two crops per year, the
spring crop is planted from November to
December (before the Christmas rains)
and reaped in March to April and the autumn
crop is planted from April to May (before the
May-June rains) and reaped from October to
November. Many of the coastland people of
Guyana are farmers. They are familiar with
the climate and they know when the wet
season is likely to occur.

RESOURCES

EVALUATION
STRATEGY
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Resource Person
New Horizons in
Social Studies
Book 2

Oral Discussions
Scrapbook to show
the effects of
weather-floods,
droughts

The climate on the coast is described as
Tropical Marine.
The Savannah Climate
Rainfall is concentrated in a single, long,
rainy season from the end of April to the end
of 172 September. During the dry season
from October to April, the land is very dry.
The annual rainfall is less than 150cm(60ins).
The climate here is described as Tropical
Savannah.
The Interior Climate
The forested highlands comprise the sand and
clay region and the forested mountain ranges.
These mountain ranges are the Imataka, the
Pakaraimas, the Kanuku and the Akarai.
Convectional rainfall is constant and heavy in
the mountainous regions. This is because the
dense forest and the numerous streams
increase transpiration and evaporation. In
Guyana, it rains almost every day in places
like Bartica and Linden.
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Weather and
Climate
-The effects of
weather on our lives

For pupils to become
knowledgeable of the
effects of weather on
their lives

The weather of a place can affect our daily
lifestyles in many ways. This makes the
weather forecast something significant to us.
Weather influences to a very great extent the
sort of food we eat, the clothes we wear, how
we live and work.
The fishermen, farmers, journalists,
sportsmen, housewives, and airplane pilots

-Discussing the effects of
weather on our daily
lifestyles.

GRADE SEVEN SCHEME OF WORK SOCIAL STUDIES
WK

TOPIC/ SUBTOPIC

GENERAL
OBJECTIVES

CONTENT

ACTIVITIES

RESOURCES

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

are some persons who are directly affected
by the weather.
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The Family
-CARICOM

For pupils to develop
an understanding of
CARICOM

CARICOM- The Caribbean Community. It is
a movement towards unity in the Caribbean.
CARICOM was established by the Treaty of
Chaguaramas which was signed on July 1,
1973, and comprises of fifteen member
states.

-Discussing CARICOM
-Identifying CARICOM
Member State and their
capitals

Guyana Our
Country Our
Home
Resource person

Oral questioning
and answering

-Observing a globe.
-Identifying the
continents, oceans and
seas.
-Writing a paragraph
about the composition and
shape of the world.
-Making a model of the
world.

Resource Person

Model
Oral Discussion
Pen and paper test
Quiz

Each CARICOM country has a chief town.
Each state has products. Each CARICOM
country has immediate neighbours.
CARICOM countries have common
objectives and there are institutions within
CARICOM that help to promote the
development of the Region.
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The Family
-The Global
Environment

For students to develop
an understanding of the
Global Environment.

The earth contains large areas of land called
continents and large areas of water called
oceans and seas.
There are seven continents in the world.
Africa
Antarctica
Asia
Australia
Europe
North America
South America
Landmasses/ Continents
 Europe
 Asia
 Africa
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The Family
-Climatic Zones and
Countries located
within these zones
-Lines of latitude
and lines of
longitude

For pupils to become
knowledgeable of the
climatic Zones and
Countries located
within these zones.

ACTIVITIES

RESOURCES

-Observing the world map
with the equator outlined.
-Discussing the features
and importance of the
equator.
-Researching the term
climate.
-Identifying the climatic
zones and their features.
-Describing the features.
-Using pictures to explain
the lifestyle of the people
in the various climatic
zones.

Social Studies For
Our Children
Book 6
Map of the world
Video on Climatic
Zones

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

Australia
North America
South America
Antarctica

Oceans






North and South Atlantic
North and South Pacific
Indian
Arctic
Antarctic

Seas





Caribbean
Mediterranean
Arabian
Caspian

Climate and weather are closely related terms
that describe the condition of the atmosphere.
They differ primarily in the length of time the
atmospheric properties are observed.
Weather represents the hour to hour, day-today condition of the atmosphere for a
particular location.
Climate is the average of all the weather
changes over an area for a period of many
years.
The boundaries of the climatic zones of the
earth are listed by the isotherm (equator). An
isotherm is an imaginary line that connects

Written work
Map work
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For pupils to develop
an understanding of the
lines of latitude and
lines of longitude

CONTENT
areas with average low temperature during
the coldest month of the year.
Lines of Latitude: Imaginary lines that are
parallel to the equator. Lines of Longitude:
Imaginary half-circles drawn through the
poles.
Lines of latitude divide the earth into climatic
zones, while lines of longitude divide it into
time zones.
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Annual Examination

20

Annual Examination

ACTIVITIES

RESOURCES

EVALUATION
STRATEGY

